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Wendell Phillips, noted archeologist, explorer, largest individual holder of
oil concessions in the world and economic advisor to the Sultan of Oman, will be
the speaker at the dedication of Callison College, University of the Pacific, on
Tuesday, October 24.
The dedication for Callison College, the third "cluster" college at the University, will be held at 3:00p.m., outdoors, at the site of the new college in
Stockton.
Callison College opened to 80 freshmen last month.

The curriculum of Callison

emphasizes history and the social sciences with special attention given to the nonWestern world.

The entire sophomore class will spend the year abroad at a campus

to be developed in Bangalore, India.
A 1943 graduate with honors from the University of Calif rnia, Phillips, in
1947, conceived, organized, and led the largest scientific expedition ever to leave
the United States -- the Cairo to Capetown, University of California African Expedition.

He is a native of Oakland.
In 1950-52 Phillips led a series to expeditions into South Arabia to confirm

its historical chronology and to verify its paleography.

Subsequently, Phillips

was made a Sheik of the Bal-Harith Tribe, the only American ever to be so h nored.
At the invitation of the Imam of Yemen, the expedition ventured into Mareb,

a

forbidden area of Yemen, discovering and excavating the great moon temple of the
Queen of Sheba's capital city.

Because of political strife, the expedition was

forced to flee, abandoning its equipment and many art objects.
(more)
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Invited to bring his expedition to Oman in 1952 by Sultan Said bin Taimur,
Phillips began a great friendship with the King and eventually was appointed his
econcmic advisor and representative and Director of Antiquities.
Phillips has undertaken numerous expeditions in Oman, excavating the ancestral
home of Sinbad the Sailor; Sumhuram, the ancient frankincense spice capital, and
other ancient sand-covered cities.
In 1953, the Sultan offered Phillips the oil concession for Dhofar, a dependency
about the size of Ohio.
million dollars.

Phillips sold a portion of these rights for more than a

In succeeding years, Phillips has acquired additional concessions

in the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean off-shore areas of Oman, in Libya and also in
Venezuela.
Phillips has published numerous books on Oman and on his expeditions.
latest book, "Oman,

A

His

History," is the first comprehensive and definitive work on

the history of the country.

It is being published this month in England.
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